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CABli;    OF    MR.    MAY. 


fu  the  issue   of  the    ''New  Orkam    Times'^  of  July 

2'ld,  1864,  a  newspaper  published  hy  Thomas  P.  May 

c^  Co..  an  editorial  article  appeared,  reflecting  in  terms 

of  great   severity  upon   the  conduct  oi*  the    PresideUi' 

aud  Members  oi"  the  Louisiana    State    Constitutional 

Convention,    at    their    session    on   the    previous    day. 

Upon  the  assembling  of  the  Con\'ention  on  that  day,  the 

President  arose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  called 

the  attention  of  the  Convention  "to  a  scurrilous  article 

published  in  the  newspaper    called   the  New   Orleans 

Times,  ol"  this   date."  which   he  declared  to  be  a  libel 

"against  himself  and  this  Convention,"  whereupon  Mr. 

Stauffer  oilered  the   following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  sergeant-at-arms  be  ordered  to 
take  immediate  possession  of  the  paper  called  the  New 


Orleans  Times,  and  that  the  publication  of  the  paper 
be  suspended  until  its  responsible  editor,  Thomas  P. 
May,  Esq.,  appear  before  this  Convention  and  purge 
himself  of  the  libel  he  has  published  in  the  issue  of 
this  date  regarding  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention 
of  the  21st  of  July,  1864." 


:;;/    address  of  judge  r.  king  cutler 

''•••    While  this   motion     was  pending   Mr.  Cutler  arose 
''%/aud  said  : 

'•*"•  Mr.  President   and   Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

"/.riiave  a  substitute  for  tliis   resolution,    but  before  of- 

.«-f<)ring  it,  it  may  be  well  for  me  to  make  a  few  remarks, 

"to.  which  I  beg  your  attention.     1  am  convinced,  Sir  I 

''that  we  are  here   for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice  to 

all  classes  of  men  within  the  sphere  of  our  action,  and 

that  Mr.  May  is  amenable  to,  this    body,  although  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  that  of  our 

own   State    reads    thus:     "The    press   shall  be    free. 

;    Every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write  and  publish  his 

sentiments  on   all  subjects,   being  responsible  for  an 

abuse  of  this  liberty." 

There  being,  on  this  })articukir  occasion,  no  ques- 
tion, in  my  mind,  but  thai  there  was  not  only  an  abuse 
of  this  privilege,  but  a  serious  outrage,  on  tho  part  of 
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the  editor  of  the  Twies.  We  have  then  a  ConRtitutionnl 
ProviBion,  that  aUhough  a  man  may  fi-eely  speak  and 
write,  yet  he  is  responsible  for  any  wronp^  lie  may  com- 
mit. If  this  is  true,  Sir.  when  he  abuses  an  individual ; 
how  much  greater  is  the  responsibility  when  this  body 
is  assailed,  not  because  of  us  who  are  the  members  of  it, 
but,  Sir,  it  is  a  political  ])ody  and  has  a  political  ex- 
istence. It  is  because  of  this  political  existence  that  the 
papers  which  publish  our  proceedings  should  dissemi- 
nate the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  (Applause.) 
]^ow,  Sir,  I  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  transactions 
which  took  place  here  yesterday,  and  I  freely  assert 
that  in  the  Halls  of  Congress  many  scenes  far  more 
reprehensible  \\^\o.  l^een  enacted  and  acts  in  themselves 
far  worse  Iteen  committed,  not  onl}-  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  and  the  President  of  tlie  Senate,  hut  by  the 
Members  of  both  Representative  Houses.  T  dare 
say,  that  there  never  was  a  deliberative  body,  composed 
of  as  mnny  members,  and  gathered  fi'om  as  many  dif- 
ferent sources,  sitting  either  in  any  State  of  this 
Union,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  (•i^*ilized  world, 
in  which  there  were  fewer  instances  of  party  wrangling 
and  discord.  The  matter  of  yesterday  was  a  consequence 
naturally  resulting  from  n  ditierence  of  opinion,  of 
which  I,  to  some  extent,  may  have  been  the  cause. 
The  President,  influenced  l)v   i-easons   which    to  him 
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aeemed  jiLst  and  proper,  was  indisposed  to  put  the  mo- 
tion at  that  particular  moment,  and  he  decided  that  it 
was  out  of  order.  This  was  perfectly  within  the  scope  of 
the  President's  authority.  And  again,  when  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Purcell,)  appealed  from  the  decision  of  tlie. 
chair,  the  President  was  perhaps  still  indisposed  to  put 
the  motion.  This  also  was  a  matter  between  him  and 
the  Convention.  ^-u   ^  i-v  ,i.\*..',, 

Now,  as  an  eye  witness,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that 
every  word  and  sentence  in  that  paper  (exhibiting  a 
copy  of  the  Times)  this  morning,  is  a  corrupt  and  ba^se 
falsehood  !  ;      ,  ; 

In  the  first  place  the  President  may  have  been 
correct  in  his  decision,  he  told  me  that  he  did  not  see 
the  gentleman,  which  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  explana- 
tion. I  may  have  been  Avrong  in  making  my  motion 
and  the  fifteen  or  twenty  members  who  seconded 
me,  may  have  also  been  wrong  in  doing  so.  But,  be  it 
right  or  be  it  wrong,  does  it  amount  to  anything  so 
extraordinarily  disgraceful,  as  it  has  been  construed  to 
be  by  the  enlightened  copperhead  editor  of  the 
•'  Times  ?  ■'  (Applause.)  I  say  Sir !  that  these  are 
trying  times  I  The  nearer  the  rebels  get  to  this  city, 
the  prouder  the  copperheads  become.  It  is  time  to  put 
them  down,  and  the  nearer  they  come  the  louder  tliey 
shall. hear  my  voice  raised  against  them.    If  it  had  not 
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been  for  the  news  placanled  upon   the  Timea'  l)ulletin 
b'oai'd  yesterday,  1  do  not  believe  that  either  the  editor 
or     reporter    ol"     thai     papei'    woidd    ha\'e    (hired     to 
insert     this   foul   slandei'.        ^Vfy     doctrine     is     to     let 
the   copperheads,  rattlesnakes   and    rebels    ^io  down  to 
hell  together  I     (Applaust\)    Upon  this  Convention  the 
whole   public   (?ye  is  <'a.st,   and     when    we    have    8niall 
wrangling's  or  eontroxersIi.'S  in  iiood  humor,  without  any 
bad    results,  lu)    })aper    .should    dare  to   publish  such  a 
villifving  lie  and  slander  in  relation  to  it.      We  can  get 
aloui^'.    and    conclude   this    great    and    n(d)le    work  of 
making  a  (Constitution.  l)iit  if  we  are  to  have  the  pres^s 
against  us,  abusing  its  powei-  and   [)ri'\'ilege.  then  I  say 
it  is  time  to  suppress  that  press.         '■•■  •  ■    ''■'•'■    v"'  '■•■''• 
Rut    let    tis    give    evcr\'  man  a    tail'  chance  of  l»eing 
heard.      I  know    the    language  in  ([Uestion   to  be  false, 
—  it  is  a  calumny, — ))ut  still  gi\'e  evei'y  one  a  fair  trial. 
Let  its  author  be  heard.      1  have  no  doubt  but  that  Mr. 
May  is  a  man,  and  if  1  liad  taken  his  position.    L  would 
show  myself  to  be  a  man.      Let  him  be  sent  for  :  let  him 
come  into  this  Convention  and    disclaim  any  intention 
of  offering  us  an  in.sult.   When  he  does  that,  he  should, 
in  my  opinion,   be  excused. — hut  if  he  tloes  not — then 
suppress  his  papei'.     (A]>}dause.)      1  believe  this  is  due 
to  the  dignit}'  of  the  State,  and  were  I  the  Command- 
ing General,  with  my  liiuited   knowledge,  I  think  that 
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this  paper  (again  exhibiting  the  Times,)  would  not  to- 
day issue  an  afternoon  edition.  [Applause.]  This  is 
not  onlv  a  bloAv  at  us  as  members,  but  it  shows  a  dis- 
position  to  thwart  the  noble  ends  nnd  purposes  for 
which  we  are  congregated  here.  [Applause]  Con- 
sidering this  critical  juncture  in  national  affairs,  I  de- 
nounce it  as  one  of  the  most  high  handed  outrages  that 
could  have  been  committed  by  any  paper  or  editor 
upon  a  legislative  body  and  therefore  justifying  the' 
immediate  action  of  this  body.  I  offer  then  this  sub- 
stitute :  ..-.-': 

"  Resolved,  Tliat  Thomas  P.  May,  editor  of  the  New' 
Orleans  Times,  be  brought  before  this  Convention  forth- 
with by  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and  that  he  be  required 
to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  and  libel  on  this 
body  as  published  in  the  issue  of  Jnly  2 2d,  1864,  or 
that  he  be  otherwise  dealt  with  as  the  Convention  may 
deem  proper  and  just."        ■  ,   .  j.  .   ;     j;    : 

If  he  apologizes,  we  will  excuse  him,  for  I  believe 
that  the  proper  feelings  of  humanity  exist  in  the  heart 
of  every  man  here ;  but  if  there  is  a  refusal  to  a})olo- 
gize,  tlien  stop  all  such  libels  during  the  existence  of 
this  Convention.  It  has  l)een  said  that  "  we  have  no 
power  to  do  this.'"  That  is  a  very  strange  docti'ine. 
Suppose  Sir  !  a  \nn'ty  of  disorderly  persons,  copper- 
heads if  you  please,  sliould  combine  to  disturb  by  noise 
or  other>vise  ihU  Convontion.    Could  not.  or  would  not 


^ 
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the  President  direct  the  sergeant-at-arnis  to  aiTest  them 
and  lirin^'  them  before  tliis  Convention  for  punishment? 
For  the  ])Ower  exists  to  send  out  and  take  any  man 
who  interrupts  our  proceedings  or  runs  counter  to  them. 
We  have  a  right  to  do  this  by  resolution,  and  if  upon 
trial  the  offender  is  found  guilty,  the  President  has  the 
power  to  sentence  him  to  imprisonment  This  power  is 
not  only  vested  in  tlie  Congress  of  the  L'nited  States, 
and  in  the  Legislature  of  every  state,  l^ut  in  this  body, 
and  without  it  we  would  1)0  a  lauorhino'-stock  and  scorn 
and  unworthy  of  making  a  Constitution.    ;;:./:.;,.;    -,',[» 

Thereupon  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Cutler  was 
adopted.        ■■<■  i^.v     ■.]  ■,.'  •  ,,        :•..■[    ^v:.;!    {    .i.H 

On  the  following  day,  July  2o,  the  Sergeant-at- 
arms  presented  Thomas  P.  May,  at  the  bar  of  the 
Convention.  ^h\  May  was  accompanied  by  Judge 
Whitaker  as  his  counsel,  3[ajor  W.  W.  Howe,  Assistant 
Provost  j\Iarslial,  and  <.>no  or  two  personal  friends. 
The  President  having  read  the  resolutions  passed 
on  the  day  previous,  asked  Mr.  May  what  reply  he 
had  to  make.  Thereupon  that  gentleman  read  the 
following  paper:  "U  ■         '■    :•!•■'  i  ""^^"^n^ 

• "  I  am  here  with  the  Provost  Marshal  to  obey  a 
military  order  issued  by  Major  Gen.  Banks,  and  not  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  Convention.  At  the 
proper  time,  in  the  pro[)er  place,  and  in  pursuance  of 


/> 
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the  forms  of  law,  I  >yi]l  answer  to  any  charge  made 
against  me  and   my  paper,  the    Times."         .,--'^- 

A  debate  then  ensued  in  Mdiich  Mr.  Hendertson  con- 
tended that  the  ans^\er  avus  an  additional  contempt. 

.ADDRESS  OF  MR.  CUTLEli. 

•r.i  '9tirfmn  >f 

Mr.  Cutler  ixxonv,   and  said — 

Mr.  President  and  Uentlenien  uf  the  Convention:  I 
had  not  the  distinguished  lionor  of  being  present 
this  morning,  Avlien  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  made 
his  explanation  to  you  and  to  tliis  Convention. 
But  I  have  been  informed  of  the  nature,  character 
and  extent  of  liis  apology  and  heartily  concur  witli 
wliat  has  been  heretofore  remarked — that  instead  of 
it«  being  an  apology,  it  was  a  second  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  tliis  Convention.  [Applause.]  Mr. 
President,  1  achiiit  that  this  is  a  very  grave  and 
important  (piestion,  antl  one  deserving  the  serious 
consideration  of  evei'y  ^lember  of  this  Convention 
before  the  tinal  action  is  taken  thereon.  The  reasons 
Trhy  1  take  this  \iew  of  the  subject  are  simply  these — 
that  some  three  years  this  State  and  its  Laws  were 
swept  away,  and  now  ■^^•hen  Louisiana  is  trying  to 
return  to  that  (-lovermnent  which  is  her  proper  source 
of  origin,  it  is  in  my  estimation  highly   im})ro}ier,  for 


V 
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any  man  wlio  pretends  to  maintain  a  cliaracter  and 
position  for  loyalty,  to  tliwart  tlie  sliglitcst  measure 
tending  to  that  end.  On  this  important  question — on 
this  impoi-tant  occasion,  and  on  this  all  important  day 
which  is,  I  hope,  to  be  the  last  of  the  meeting  of  this 
Body,  the  question  presented  is,  shall  the  Acts  and  the 
Authority  of  this  Convention  be  treated  with  contempt 
by  any  person  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  within  the 
Federal  lines  I     [Cries   of  "  No  !"     "  No ! !"] 

To  Mr.  Thomas  P.  Ma}',  in  his  character  as  a  man  and 
as  a  gentleman,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  and 
no  fault  to  find  ;  but — he  is  responsible  as  the  ostensible 
Editor  of  the  Daily  "  Times'  newspaper,  he  has 
published  a  scurrilous  falsehood  and  a  set  of  lies, 
infamous  in  their  character,  and  pernicious  in  their 
influence  against  the  action  of  this  Convention.  If 
this  was  only  to  affect  us  individually,  I  would  not,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  care  a  straw ;  I  ^^'ould  not  raise 
my  voice  to-day,  if  this  was  tlie  case,  but  it  affects  the 
character  of  this  body  most  imniediate^y,  and  throws 
a  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  t\i(3 
labors  of  this  Convention  l^y  the  people  of  Louisiana. 
Besides  it  is  in  bad  taste.  Suppose  sir,  that 
tl:te  immortal,  the  unparalleled  and  unequalled  Grant 
was  to  be  on  tliis  day,  or  had  on  }'esterday  been 
announced  as  having  taken  Richmond,  (and  the  day  is 
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not  far  distant  when  that  will  l>e  so  announced,) 
[applause]  and  the  "  Tunes'  Imd  been  disposed  to 
publish  that  news  to  the  people,  let  nie  ask  you  if  it 
would  have  appeared  In  larg-er  letters  than  did  the 
disgraceful  article  in  yesterday  morning's  issue  ? 
^  Was  not  that  slander  as  euiphatic  and  as  largely 
displayed  as  Avould  liave  been  the  eulogy  and 
praise  of  Grrant  after  the  capture  of  Richmond  ? 
[Cries  of  "Yes"  ''Yes."]  I  do  not  know  but  that 
the  characters  used  in  the  condemnation  and  denun- 
ciation of  this  Convention  while  discharging  its  duty 
were  larger  than  they  would  have  been  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to.  Then  sir,  it  is  necessary  for  us  faithfully 
and  impartially  to  discharge  our  duty. 

We  must  first  inquire  has  this  body  the  right  to  act 
as  we  propose  f  Is  there  any  law  by  which  the 
President  of  this  Body  can  arrest  Mr.  Thos.  P.  May, 
the  author  of  that  scurrilous  article  and  libel,  or,  is 
there  no  such  authority?  We  find  that  Gen.  Banks,  in 
his  attempt  to  re-frame  this  State,  both  by  force  of  arms 
and  by  reproducing  civil  authority,  has  called  forth  this 
body  and  empowered  us  to  aid  and  assist  in  restonng 
this  State  to  the  Union.  JNow  let  me  say  to  you,  that 
if  there  Is  any  obstacle  thro^^■n  in  the  w'ay  of  this 
general  progress — whosoever  does  so  nuist  be  put  out 
of  the  way.     It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
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St.    Mary's,    [Mr.  Smith]    with    perfect   candor    and 
correctness,  that  since  this  Convention  lias  been  asseni 
bled,  it  has  been  tlie  misfortune  of  the  Members  of  this 
bodv   to  read  daily  in  that  pnper.    fthe  Tunes)  harsli 
epitliets,  inuendoes  and   improper  insinuations  against 
the  acts  a.nd  conduct  of  this  assemblacce.     If  it  is  to  ofo 
forth  to  the   people  of  Louisiana,  and  the  entire  loyal 
population  of  the  United  States  that  this  Convention 
Is  a  set  of   drunken  men,  \^ho  on  a  certain  day    com- 
mitted outi'ages,  the  most  disgraceful : — all  this  is  to  be 
published  in    large  letters    in    the    "  Times,'" — it    will 
certainly  cany    witli    it  if  not  contradicted  a  kind  of 
reputation,  which  will  redound  to  our  injury   and  the 
injmy  of  the  great  cause  in  ^\liich  we  are  all  engaged. 
Suppose  a  hundred  secessionists  and  rebels  should  daily 
assemble  about  this  hall,  and  that  the  President  of  this 
Convention  on    account  of  the   noise   and    confusion, 
should  send  out  and  arrest  them.     Tliat  act  would  be 
justified  by  the  very  nature  of  tlie  case,  through  tlie 
exercise   of    the    power  vested    in    every  deliberative 
body.     Well  sir,  what  is  a  small  disturbance  created 
by    fifty    or   a    Inmdred  men  in  the  street  t         It  is 
confined  to  the   surrounding  walls  and  by  closing  the 
doors  and  windows,  we  could  exclude  the  noise  and 
go  on  with  our  great  work.     Therefore,  if  the  power 
of  this  Body  can  be  exeroised  to  suppress  an  abuse  of 


12 

tliis  kind,  how  mucli  greater  is  tlie  power,  arid  now 
mncli  greater  is  the  necessity  for  its  exercise,  when, 
Avith  a  dagger,  a  villain  seeks  to  cut  the  very  heart 
strings  of  the  Constitution  we  are  trying  to  adopt.  .  ' 

The  publication  comes  forth,  scandalous  and  libelous, ' 
a  tissue  of  falsehood   from    beginning   to   end — of  a 
character  most  contemptible,  and  allow  me  the  word— 
most  damnable.     I  was  astonished  that  any  man  who 
pretends  to  loyalty,  could  descend  so  low  and  so   far 
forget  himself  as  to  be  the  author  of,  or  sanction  the  publi- 
cation of  the  document  published  in  the  copper-head 
"  Times'  of  the  22d  inst.  "  He  that  is  not  for  us  is  against 
us,"  I  mean,  against  the  great  cause  in  which  wo  are  all 
engaged.     "No  man,"  in  the  language  of  Jesus  Christ, 
»'  can  worship  God  and  mammon"  at  the  same  time, 
he  must  be  on  the  side  of  the  Lord  or  the  Devil ;  there 
are  but  two  to  serve  and  there  is  no  middle  ground. 
Although,  the    rebels     may   capture    Baltimore    and 
Washington,  thus  intimidating   some  men — there  are 
but  two  sides  still ;    a  man  nuist   either  suj^jjort  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  or  violate  his  Oath 
of  allegiance,  and  go  down  to  rebeldom  and  disgrace. ' 
However  loyal  this  Editor  may  be,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  previous  conduct,  however  high  his  position 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  matters  not. 
These  are  trying   times  when  the  countiy  needs  the 


13 

benecHction  of  Almiglily  God,  tlio  lninil)]o  confession 
of  every  sinner  ;ind  ]iis  prayer  to  the  Giver  of  all 
good  that  a  blessinu'  may  rest  npon  oni'  labors. 
Therefore.  I  say  sir  I  tliat  when  this  is  tlie  condition 
of  affairs,  the 'pn])licntJon  of  such  ntrocions  falsehoods 
was  a  high-handed  piece  of  injustice  and  that  it  was 
an  ungodly  wrong  tlnis  to  attempt  the  striking  of  a 
death  blow  to  the  purposes  and  ends  of  this  Convention, 
and  the  designs  of  Major  Gen.  Banks  in  calling  it. 

Would  it  not  have  been  ]  setter  for  Mr.  Thos.  P.  May, 
to  have  inserted  in  his  paper  something  like  this  ?  and 
it  would  have  Ijcen  true  ;  "  In  the  Convention  yester- 
day there  was  a  little  farce — ;i  little  quarrel — arising 
out  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  Members  opposed  the 
President  while  the  President  in  turn  opposed  the 
Members — resulting  iinally  in  rather  a  disorderly 
adjournment."  That  wr»uld  not  have  harmed  our 
noble  cause,  nor  struck  :i  death  Idow  with  a  sledge 
hammer  at  the  gentlemen  of  this  Body  and  the  loyal 
people  of  Louisiana.  Now  sir,  he  has  lied  and  with  his 
eyes  open  has  perpetrated  a  foul  slander  and  libel,  not 
against  an  individual  merely,  but  against  every  Member 
of  this  Convention,  by  })rinting  that  which  is  known 
to  be  a  base  falsehood.  Not  only,  has  the  "  Times' 
propagated  this,  here  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  but 
abroad — thus  brinains:  the  great  State  of  Louisiana  into 
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contempt  b^foro  the  autliorities  of  tlie  general  Govern- 
ment and  the  good  people  ofonr  Nation.  Tlien  gentle- 
men, do  you  tell  nie  that  Avhen  this  man  Is  brought  into 
this  Body,  by  the  power  of  the  la^v  which  surrounds  us, 
and  he  refuses  to  offer  an  excuse,  but  foldsJiis  amis  and 
tells  3^ou  in  an  insulting  mnnner  that  he  is  here  by  the 
order  of  Major  Gen.  Banks — and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  to  anything  ^^-e  may  charge  him  with  1  If 
that  does  not  amount  to  a  second  contempt  to  the 
authority  of  this  Body,  tell  me  what  could  I  Does  it 
not?  [Cries  of  "Yes,"  "Yes."]  Instead  of  acting  as 
he  has,  what  should  he  have  done  ?  There  was  an 
excuse  for  him  ;  there  is  none  now.  Had  he  proposed 
an  apology,  I  would  have  tried  to  have  been  the  fn-st 
to  take  his  hand  and  pardon  him,  because  I  was  perhaps, 
the  most  severe  against  him  on  yesterday.  When  ho 
entered  this  Hall,  he  should  have  done  so  with  due 
respect — notthat  we  are  Almighty  God  or  his  disciples, 
but  because  we  hold  a  great  power  vested  In  us  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  sanctioned  by  the 
]>eople.  [Applause]  If  he  had  then  arisen  and  said  : 
"  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen — I  am  not  the  author  of 
the  few  lines  which  a|)peared  In  my  paper"  ^^hIch  I 
believe  would  have  been  true,  lor  1  think  he  writes  but 
little  himself  "  1  know  nothing  personall}',  of  the 
transaction  in  this  Convention,  on  vesterdav,  but  some  of 
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my  employees,  of  wlioiu  I  liavc  many,  may  liavo  done 
tliis  in  a  spirit  of  pivjudiee,  with  a  disposition  to  injure 
this  Ijody,  and  1,  as  the  res[)onsible  Editor  of  the  "  Thncs' 
offer  to  you  sir,  and  this  Oonvention  my  heartfelt 
regi'ets."  Had  he  done  this  lilce  a  man,  he  would 
liave  l)een  cordially  i-eeeixed  and  ])ardoned,  but  when 
he  eomes  here  and  bids  defiance  to  this  Body,  it  is  as 
much  as  to  say — "  Here  you  are  a  mere  contemptible 
set  of  beings,  so  (-{jntiiuKjusly  drunk  and  i,<i-norant,  go 
without  principles  or  consideration — that  you  are 
beneath  my  notice.  1  ^\l\l  not  even  condescend  to 
inform  you  that  I  am  I'cady  to  apologize  at  all."  I 
say  that  such  a  man  should  be  dealt  with  in  the  severest 
manner:  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  ., 
be  made  cognizant  as  to  whom  he  has  made  Sub-Treas- 
urer ;  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  cUid  his 
Cabinet  ought  to  know  \\]uj  is  interfering  with  the  })roud 
progress  of  this  Oonvention.  [Enthusiastic  Applause.] 
They  ought  to  know  who  it  is  that  is  throwing 
obstacles  in  the  ^^■ay  of  our  armies— in  the  ^^■ay  of  the 
success  of  our  country  and  in  the  way  of  the  returning 
people  of  Louisiana. 

There  is  but  one  way  in  which  to  do  all  this.  Offer 
your  resolutions  to  this  effect  and  thus  do  justice  to  God, 
to  man.  and  to  yourselves  !  Let  this  man,  May,  know 
that  this  is  a  sacred  body ;    that  here,  the   Great  God 
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has  not  refused  liis  eye ;  that  we  liave  done  works 
worthy  the  consideration  of  this  State  ;  Yes,  I  repeat 
it,  worthy  of  tlie  eonsideration  of  the  people  of  this 
State  and  of  the  })eople  of  every  country  on  tlie  face  of 
this  earth.  [Applause]  We  are  not  perfect  beings,. 
for  no  man,  though  created  by  God  in  his  own  image, 
is  perfect,  but  notwithstanding  we,  on  yesterday  finished 
a  Constitution,  which  I  iirmly  believe  will  bo  acceptable 
to  the  people  of  the  State  and  acceptable  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  Then  wa  have  put  the  honest, 
loyal  people  of  Louisiana  in  their  true  position.  Let  - 
the  rest  go  into  rebeldom,  and  there  remain. 

God  knows  that  if  I  had  been  the  Commanding 
General  of  this  Department,  though  I  cannot  claim  one- 
tenth  part  of  his  capacity,  that  no  evening  edition  of  the 
"  Tijncs"  should  have  been  issued  on  yesterda}',  nor  any 
morning  edition  to-da}-.  When  we  find  a  man  -who 
pretends  not  only  to  be  loyal  but  the  embodiment  of 
loyalty,  previous  to  election,  and  then  hnd  him.  aban- 
doning his  platform  as  soon  as  his  friends  are  defeated, 
and  opposing  the  very  ends  wliicli  he  undertook  to 
subserve,  simply  because  they  are  not  })ronioted  to 
some  position — we  lind  in  tliat  man  a  character  deeply 
stained  with  rcbelism.  Now  sir,  if  this  be  so,  is  it  proper 
for  this  Convention  lo  ;dl<>w  itself  to  be  tluis  defamed? 
,J.f  this  j)^iblicativ,n  was  true,  my  voice  >yQiJd  not  teye  "" 
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been  raised  against  it  on  yesterday,  nor  wonld  it  again 
to-day,  because  I  fear  tlic  truth,  if  it  is  against  me,  while 
my  disposition  is  to  try  to  bo  riglit,  and  when  riglit  1 
fear  neitJier  man  nor  devil.  Then  sir,  having  been 
here  on  yesterday,  and  knowing  as  (h>es  every  other 
Member  of  this  Convention  and  o.yQvy  man  outside, 
that  this  pubhcation  was  a  falsehood  from  beginning 
to  end,  I  denounce  its  author  and  (h^mand  the  punish- 
ment of  Mr,  Thomas  P.  May.  for  contempt  of  tliis 
Convention.    "    "'  "    *"" • 

There  must  have  been  a  motive,  an  incentive  in  the 
publication  of  that  article.  "Was  it  to  promote  the 
interest  of  the  general  government  or  the  state  'i  No 
Sir  !  It  could  not  have  been.  It  was  to  throw  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  our  work.  It  //v/.s-  perhaps  to  give  a 
blow  indirectly  to  the  military  and  civil  powers  that  be. 
It  meant  to  tell  the  people  of  this  state  that  this  Con- 
stitution is  corrupt  and  not  to  Ijc  voted  for.  Tltaf,  Sir, 
certainly  was  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  publica- 
tion.  "  ""     '    ^     ' 

Let  us,  in  conclusion,  do  justice;  let  us  have  no 
rashness  or  unfairness.  We  have,  gentlemen,  the  power 
to  act  upon  this.  We  are  not  only  a  Convention  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  but  a  military  power, — created  and 
emanating  from  no  othoi^  source  than  the  military 
power,  and   existing  by   virtue  of  the  civil  authority 
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oft]  10  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  Presi- 
dent of  tlio  United  States,  having-  then  vested  ns  with 
tills  power, — tliere  has  never  been  such  power  vested 
in  any  legislative  or  deliberative  body  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  as  in  this,  unless  it  was  in 
tlio  Arkansas  and  Missouri  Conventions,  wliich 
were  Ijrought  about  in  the  same  manner.  —  The 
loyal  people  of  this  state,  within  the  Federal  lines  have 
sent  us  here,  thus  embodying  themselves.  What  more 
power  do  you  want  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  than  that 
power  which  is  inherent  in  the  people.  In  this  very  Hall. 
3'es,  in  this  very  Hall,  during  the  session  of  the  Secession 
Convention  of  1861,  I  w\as  sitting  in  that  very  gallery-, 
Avheii  a  gentleman  entered,  bearing  an  American  flag. 
What  was  tlie  result  ?  It  was  such  a  contempt  in  the 
eyes  of  that  august  body  of  rebels  that  they  instantly- 
arrested  and  incarcerated  him  in  prison.  [Cries  of  "Yes ! " 
"  That  is  so."]  Then  I  do  not  lie  as  the  "  Times  "  does. 
[Laughter.]  If  you  want  nothing  but  an  example  of 
legislative  power — there  it  is.  If  there  is  any  such 
thing  as  the  preservation  of  the  dignit}-  of  this 
Convention,  let  us  exercise  our  power  now,  and  .not 
postpone  it  until  to-morrow,  Monday,  or  any  other 
day.  Do  it  ?iou' /  Let  the  states'  of  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Connnecticut,  and  all  the  rest  understand 
that  we  are  the  people's  loyal  Convention,  and  di^ter- 
uiiiK'd  to  do  our  duty.     [Applause.] 
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^Yhilt  is  tlio  remedy?  There  is  but  one.  T.el  lliat 
man  g-o  sect  free  to  scandalize  this  Convention,  lo-mor 
row,  and  until  this  Constitution  goes  befoi-e  llie  peo]")le 
tor  its  adoption  or  rejection. — Let  him  go  on  willi  his 
|»a[)ef;  it  necessarily  has  its  inilucnce  and  may  residt  in 
(he  defeat  of  all  our  noble  plans.  It  may  have  this 
tendency,  for  it  is  confederated  Avith  rebels  and  disloyal 
h'ailors,  rattlesnakes  and"  devils,  to  thwart  our  ends. 
Wherever  there  is  a  wrong  there  is  a  remedy.  SEIs^O 
THOMAS  P.  MAY  TO  JAIL!  Let  him  kno^^ 
tiiat  he  lives  in  a  land  of  liberty,  but  nnist  not 
<*d)use  that  liberty.  [Great  Applause.]  Su})press 
lliat  infamous,  lying  paper  —  that  is  propei'  also. 
Do  it  I  say ;  and  when  that  is  done,  we  shall 
have  no  more  copperhead  editorials  or  infamous 
libels.  Again,  —  do  not' stop  there, —  but  request 
the  military  authorities  to  ask  the  President  of  iho 
t'liited  States  to  withdraw  the  commission  under 
whicli  he  holds  office,  and  remove  him  from  the 
position    which  he  now  disgraces.     [Creat  a})plause.J 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  too  severe  upon  a 
private  individual.  No  !  I  am  only  severe  u})on  public 
acts.  Clod  save  me  from  going  down  so  low  in  the 
scale  of  intellect  as  to  persecute  any  man  on  account 
<»f  his  private  acts.  I  would  not,  like  miscreants  stab  a, 
man  in  the  back,  nor  punish'  severely  the  private  acts 
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of  the  editor  of  the  "  Timesl'  for  I  say  not  a  word 
against  any  otlier  than  piibhc  acts.  It  would  be  unfair, 
unjust,  and  unreasonable,  as  well  as  opposed  to  good 
policy,  for  this  Convention  to  adjourn  without  letting 
the  papers  of  this  town — whether  rebel,  cop}>er-head, 
or  otherwise — know  that  this  Convention  has  been  a 
Union  one,  working  with  the  pui-pose  of  pei*}:)etuating 
tliis  Union,  and  also,  for  the  purpose  of  liberating  this 
State  from  the  povv'er  of  the  rebels.  Do  this  and  you 
will  do  justice — you  will  commit  no  injustic^e ;  but  do 
it  at  once  I  i      t-r    -i      r       r  •  ! 

I  now  call  upon  the  President  of  this  body  to  arraign 
at  its  bar,  Thomas  P.  May.  It  now  sir,  [addressing  the 
President,]  becomes  your  solemn  duty,  in  the  name  of 
our  nation,  our  liberty,  and  the  vindication  of  character. 
to  inform  Mr.  May  of  liis  wk'ong  and  then  to  sent<3nce 
him  to  the  necessary  penalty — certainly,  not  less  than 
imprisonment  until    the  end    of  tlie  Convention — the 

suppression  of  his  paper  until  the  Convention  adjourns 
nne  die. 

Thereii])on  the  following  resolutions  were  then 
offered : 

"  Whereas,  Thomas  P.  May,  Esq.,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  newspaper  (tailed  the  Times,  published  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  has  frequently,  within  the  past  six 
months,  i)ublished  articles  in  said  paper  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Convention,  were  disloyal  in  their  senti- 
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ments  to  the  Government,  .-nid  many  of  which  wore  in 
contempt  of  this  Convention  ;  and,  whereas,  in  tlu^  issue 
of  said  paper  of  the  22d  inst.,  a  gross  libel  was  pub- 
lished upon  the  President  and  Members  of  this  (JonveH- 
tion,  and  upon  being  brought  to  the  l)ar  thereof,  lias 
refused  to  purge  himself  in  any  inanner  of  said  li])el : 
therefore,  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  Thomas  P.  May,  Esfi.,  for  liis  snid 
contempt  committed  upon  the  President  and  Menil»ers 
of  this  Convention,  in  publishing  in  said  newspaper  said 
libel,  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  Parish  Prison  of  the 
Parish  of  Orleans  for  the  space  of  ten.  days,  imless  this 
Convention  sooner  adjourns.  * 

''Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  military  authorities 
of  this  Department  be  respectfully  requested  by 
this  Convention  to  suppress  the  publication  of  said 
newspaper. 

"Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  President,  of  the 
United  States  be  respectfully  solicited  by  this  (Jouveii- 
lion  to  remove  the  said  Thomas  P.  May,  Elsq.,  fiom  tlie 
office  of  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in 
New  Orleans, that  he  now  holds;  and  that  the  Sergeant- 
at-Anns  be  directed  and  authorized  t^  carry  these 
resolutions  into    elTect." 

The$e  resolutions  were  adopted  hi/  juailij  u  imommous 
vote.  • 
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